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JET Education Services facilitated an online working space, referred to as a Learning Hub, for the purposes of
capturing insights into whole child development (WCD) to complement the Building Education Back Better
(BEEB) Post Covid-19 initiative spearheaded by Porticus Africa. The members of the Learning Hub, Akili
Television Network, Jaslika and the Kenya Conference of Catholic Bishops (KCCB) were Porticus grantees who
identified learning themes in WCD to explore collaboratively over a ten-week period.

The first group from Jaslika and KCCB handled Theme one, Understanding spirituality and values in education
and its connection to whole child development, which is introduced here. The team agreed to develop a paper
and blog pieces to create awareness and to stimulate conversations among readers on the role of values and
spirituality in WCD in the best interests of the child.

This document combines the different blogs that were produced.



BLOG 1.The conundrum of values-based education

a. Sustaining values in society

b. The big question
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https://acetforafrica.org/our-people/roberto-j-tibana/
https://acetforafrica.org/our-people/roberto-j-tibana/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/740-000-kenyans-lose-jobs-in-2021-amid-pandemic/2360508
https://web.worldbank.org/archive/website01259/WEB/0__C-107.HTM
https://culturalatlas.sbs.com.au/kenyan-culture/kenyan-culture-religion

We all know how we like to merge religion and values and spirituality. For me, | believe in doing good because
| want to, and because it is the right thing to do. The fight for people to live with values cannot be won unless
everyone practises better behaviours guided by good and decent values. | think an economically unequal
society spurs on unethical behaviour because of the survival temptations it comes with.

Conclusion

My conclusion on this is we need spirituality and religion to develop fully rounded children who are
responsible citizens and have sound values; but it's not necessarily the only way. Of course, people have the
right to choose their religion and all the affiliations they want, but for a people and a nation or community
to grow, have businesses and sustain livelihoods, we must all have and practice values that are nationally
accepted. We can have values without religion or any affiliations. All resources in the world are enough for
each and every one, but because of lack of values, for example empathy, respect, love and compassion, we
have inequalities in the world, more so economically. Therefore, | believe that values have to be practised,
but for people to toe the line they must see equality in life chances and distribution of resources. This entails
being included in decision making and having equal opportunities for schooling, jobs and other social
amenities including health provided by the established government and private institutions, a place where
no one sees themselves as being ‘the others’. Ethical behaviour is expected from government authorities and
politicians, businessmen and companies in the private sector. If we do not have equality and equity, then
we'll have a situation where people have to choose to sleep hungry or sin; one can grow up in a society that
is based on values, but when people mature and find themselves in an environment that is not conducive for
survival or does not provide for basic human needs, then they are forced to forget and ignore what is good
or bad because they want to survive.

As we advocate for children to grow up in an all-inclusive and child-friendly environment, we should also ask
ourselves, after being a child why are people changing course as they enter adulthood? Is religion the
answer? Spirituality? Or acting on values and having an equal environment? Or all? Phew!!

By Ernest



BLOG 2.The importance of inculcating values in students

Behind every successful child, is the learning of moral values
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BLOG 3.Values teaching in schools

c. We need to set an example

d. Teaching values and putting them into practice

e. Understanding that children learn through various modalities such
seeing (visual), touching (kinaesthetic), and hearing (auditory)

b. Being visual

c. Being auditory
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a. Being kinaesthetic

a. Conclusion

BLOG 4.Inculcation of moral values in learners
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a. Modelling good behaviour

b. Practicing consequence management for bad behaviour

b. Develop a guideline on basic morals and values

c. Share moral experience

d. Bedtime stories

e. Communicate clearly and effectively

f. Integrating values in the course of study

g. Integrating values in extracurricular activities

h. Build up a values-consciousness through age-appropriate narratives
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BLOG 5. Spirituality and whole child development

b. How then do children acquire the values and who is involved?
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c. What are we therefore saying?
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d. Credits

e. Process facilitated by JET Education Services

f. Supported by

A



